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Manhattan Intermezzo 
American and British Works 
for Piano and Orchestra 
Benjamin Wesner, Clarinet* 
Jeffrey Biegel, Piano 
Brown University Orchestra • Paul Phillips

Neil SEDAKA (b. 1939) Manhattan Intermezzo
Keith EMERSON (b. 1944)  Piano Concerto No. 1
Duke ELLINGTON (1899–1974) New World a-Comin’*
George GERSHWIN (1898–1937) Rhapsody in Blue*

This programme brings together four works for piano and orchestra 
by composers best known from the fields of jazz, popular song and 
progressive rock. Neil Sedaka’s Manhattan Intermezzo explores the 
New York of today and yesterday with its melting pot of nationalities. 
Keith Emerson is best known as a founding member of Emerson Lake 
& Palmer. His remarkably inventive semi-autobiographical Piano 
Concerto No. 1 fuses his classical training with jazz. Duke Ellington’s 
sublime New World a-Comin’ is a visualisation of improved conditions 
for black people in America, while the rarely heard original version of 
Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue represents the quintessential style of 
New York City in the Roaring Twenties.

Companion Titles – 
American Classics Series
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7 47313 34907 4

8.573490 Playing Time 
69:19

Key Features
• Rediscovered in brand new recordings, the four works on this  
 album share a connection with New York City. The works by  
 Neil Sedaka and Keith Emerson have only been recorded once  
 before with their composers at the keyboard. This is only  
 the second recording of Duke Ellington’s New World a-Comin’  
 in its arrangement by Maurice Peress, and pianist Jeffrey Biegel’s  
 reinterpretation of Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue brings striking  
 new perspectives to a familiar masterpiece.
• Virtuoso pianist Jeffrey Biegel has received wide acclaim for his  
 recordings, including with Ellen Taaffe Zwilich’s Millennium  
 Fantasy (8.559656) made a ClassicsToday.com ‘Disc of the  
 Month’ and described as “uniformly excellent. A splendid disc… 
 in all respects, and a mandatory acquisition if you’re interested  
 in good contemporary music.” ClassicsToday.com also gave a  
 10/10 recommendation to Biegel’s recording of Leroy Anderson’s  
 Piano Concerto (8.559313).  
• Biegel is also performing some of these works with orchestras  
 widely throughout the USA.
• These performances have been given the highest praise by the  
 composers. Neil Sedaka called this “wonderful recording of  
 Manhattan Intermezzo…a real feather in my cap!” Keith Emerson  
 compliments Jeffrey Biegel, “who has captured the beauty  
 of nature and desolation…with a sense of optimism in the final  
 triumphant movement. This is a fantastic recording!”

Supplementary Promotional Materials
• Key release kit 
• Facebook cover & posts

Neil Sedaka was trained in his early years to be a classical pianist, 
and as a teenage virtuoso he was selected by Arthur Rubinstein to 
play on WQXR, New York’s leading classical music station. By the 
age of thirteen Sedaka had also begun writing songs, setting lyrics 
by his high school friend Howard Greenfield. In 1958, Sedaka and 
Greenfield had their first major songwriting success with Stupid 
Cupid, which Connie Francis recorded. In 1962, Breaking Up is 
Hard to Do, which became Sedaka’s signature song, was his first 
song to reach No. 1 in the charts. Beyond the US and UK, he also 
enjoyed great success in Italy, Latin America, Japan and Australia. 
Sedaka’s recording of Manhattan Intermezzo, made with the London 
Philharmonic Orchestra at Air Studios in London, is the final track on 
The Real Neil, an album released in 2012. On this new recording, 
pianist Jeffrey Biegel, with the composer’s approval, plays his own 
embellished version of the piano part.8.559750 8.559737

8.559297 8.559705

Neil Sedaka

http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559297
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559750
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559705
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559737
http://www.naxos.com/person/Neil_Sedaka/26570.htm
http://www.keithemerson.com/
http://www.naxos.com/person/Duke_Ellington_1816/1816.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/George_Gershwin_27204/27204.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Jeffrey_Biegel/64.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Neil_Sedaka/26570.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Jeffrey_Biegel/64.htm


Companion Titles – Johann Simon Mayr, composer

Simon Mayr Chorus and Ensemble
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7 30099 03677 1

8.660367-68 
2 CDs

Playing Time 
2:01:24

World Première
Recording

Key Features
• This is another entrant in an extensive and pioneering series.
• World’s leading exponents of Mayr’s music are once again 
 performing on this recording.
• This is Mayr’s first opera, composed during his early days 
 in Italy.
• Mayr can be seen as a forerunner of Rossini, and his influence 
 on Italian operatic music of the nineteenth-century is profound.

Supplementary Promotional Materials
• Key release kit 
• Facebook cover & posts

Born in Neuburg an der Donau in 1955, Franz Hauk studied 
church and school music, with piano and organ, at the Munich 
Musikhochschule and in Salzburg. In 1988 he took his doctorate with 
a thesis on church music in Munich at the beginning of the nineteenth 
century. He has given concerts in Europe and the United States and 
made a number of recordings. Since October 2002 he has taught 
in the historical performance and church music department of the 
Munich Music and Theatre Hochschule, while winning a reputation for 
his research and the performances he has directed. He founded the 
Simon Mayr Choir in 2003, and in 2013 was awarded the German 
Order of Merit.

8.660198-99 8.572721-228.573065 8.573236

Johann Simon MAYR (1763–1845) 
Saffo 
Dramma per musica in due atti 
Libretto by Antonio Simeone Sografi 
Andrea Lauren Brown • Jaewon Yun • Katharina Ruckgaber, Sopranos 
Marie Sande Papenmeyer, Mezzo-Soprano 
Markus Schäfer • Daniel Preis, Tenors 
Members of the Bavarian State Opera Chorus 
Simon Mayr Chorus • Concerto de Bassus 
Theona Gubba-Chkheidze, Concertmaster 
Franz Hauk, Harpsichord and Conductor

No one did more to combine in his operas the innovations of the 
Viennese classical composers, Haydn, Mozart and Beethoven, with 
the Italian ideal of bel canto than Johann Simon Mayr, the Bavarian 
composer who rose to fame in Italy. His opera Saffo, first performed 
in 1794, dates from his years in Venice. Not only was it his first 
opera but it was premièred at the Teatro La Fenice where it was 
enthusiastically received. It is full of surprising and striking elements, 
with a strong musical realisation of the text, supportive string and 
woodwind writing and vivid solo and choral effects. Set by the Rock 
of Leucas, from which unsuccessful lovers leap to their deaths, the 
opera deals with the poetess Sappho’s unhappy love for Phaon, 
finally resolved in a happy ending.

Franz Hauk

7 47313 34197 9

8.573419-20 
2 CDs
Playing Time 
116:24

New Release

http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573065
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.660198-99
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573236
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572721-22
http://www.naxos.com/person/Franz_Hauk_32460/32460.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Simon_Mayr_Choir/15804.htm


Pablo de SARASATE (1844–1908) 
The Complete Music for Violin and Orchestra 

7 47313 40463 6

8.504046 
4-CD box set

Playing Time: 
03:56:33
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8.572275 8.5722768.572191 8.572216

Orquesta Sinfónica de Navarra with Ernest Martínez Izquierdo

Tianwa Yang, Violin 
Orquesta Sinfónica de Navarra 
Ernest Martínez Izquierdo

Pablo de Sarasate was one of the most successful violinists in history, 
reigning supreme as an incandescent musical personality in the 
days when violinist-composers were a significant feature of concert 
life. Tianwa Yang has been described as “an unquestioned master 
of the violin...the rarest of violinists” (American Record Guide), and 
each volume of these stunning works for violin and orchestra has 
been received with great international acclaim. Yang has achieved 
recognition as one of the world’s outstanding instrumentalists with 
the 2014 Annual Prize of the German Record Critics for her Naxos 
recordings of the Complete Music for Violin by Sarasate, and she was 
named the 2015 ECHO Klassik Instrumentalist of the Year (Violin) for 
her Ysaÿe 6 Sonatas for Solo Violin [Naxos 8.572995].

Companion Titles – Pablo de Sarasate’s Music for Violin & 
Orchestra
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Tianwa Yang

“[Yang] has all of 
this music under 

firm control”

“full of surprise and 
delight”

“Urgently 
recommended.”

– Fanfare

“Great end to a 
series”

“Yang…challenges 
the finest violinists” 

– Fanfare   

Supplementary Promotional Materials
• Key release kit 
• Facebook cover & posts

Winner of the prestigious ECHO Klassik Instrumentalist of the Year 
2015 Award for her Naxos recording Ysaÿe’s 6 Sonatas for Solo 
Violin,  the Best Up-and-Coming Artist 2014 Award and the Annual 
Prize of the German Record Critics 2014 for her Naxos recordings 
of the Mendelssohn Violin Concertos and Complete Music for Violin 
by Sarasate, Tianwa Yang is referred to as “an unquestioned master 
of the violin”  by American Record Guide who “rises above her 
competition” (Fanfare), while quickly establishing herself as a leading 
international performer and recording artist. She has performed 
under the baton of renowned conductors Marc Albrecht, Andreas 
Delfs, JoAnn Falletta, Giancarlo Guerrero, Günther Herbig, Yoel Levi, 
Carlos Miguel Prieto, Gerard Schwarz, Vassily Sinaisky amongst 
others. Of her previously released recordings of Pablo de Sarasate’s 
complete works for violin, David Hurwitz of ClassicsToday.com calls 
Ms. Yang a “sensationally talented violinist,” while All Things Strings 
speaks of her “stunning effortless virtuosity” and “uncanny affinity for 
Spanish music.”

Cristic̕s Choice

©
 R

ic
ar

do
 S

al
ce

do

http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572191
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572275
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572216
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572276
http://www.naxos.com/person/Tianwa_Yang/13877.htm


Roberto SIERRA (b. 1953) 
Sinfonía No. 3 ‘La Salsa’ 
Beyond the Silence of Sorrow* 
Borikén • El Baile 
Martha Guth, Soprano* 
Puerto Rico Symphony Orchestra 
Maximiano Valdés

The sonic colour and distinctive rhythms enshrined in these four 
works provide further evidence of the art of internationally acclaimed 
Puerto Rican composer, Roberto Sierra. The award-winning Sinfonía 
No. 3 ‘La Salsa’ owes its inspiration to the music of the Spanish 
Caribbean and is a salsa of older and newer rhythms, intoxicatingly 
presented amidst revelry and dance. The instrumentally vivid Borikén 
is based on the baroque chaconne but with a Latin twist, while El 
Baile invokes traditional music in a wholly distinctive way. Beyond the 
Silence of Sorrow is a captivatingly lyrical song cycle.

Key Features
• Start of a series featuring the Puerto Rico Symphony Orchestra.
• Sinfonía No.3 won the Serge and Olga Koussevitzky International  
 Recording Award (KIRA) which celebrates contemporary  
 orchestral music by living composers.
• Of a previous Naxos release of Sierra’s music, Sinfonía No.4  
 (8.559738), Gramophone wrote: “The superb orchestral playing  
 and Giancarlo Guerrero’s balance and care at the quieter  
 moments are spotlighted in Naxos’s stunning sound. The  
 composer’s booklet-note bespeaks a learned, poetic mind.”

7 47313 33717 0

8.573371
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8.559624 8.5597388.559263 8.559611

Puerto Rico Symphony Orchestra

Playing Time: 
74:42

Companion Titles – Roberto Sierra, composer

Maximiano Valdés

The Puerto Rico Symphony Orchestra began to take root in 1956 
when Pablo Casals accepted the invitation of the government to 
establish himself in Puerto Rico. The Orchestra celebrated its 50th 
anniversary in 2008 and inaugurated the Pablo Casals Symphony 
Hall. The current musical director is the respected Chilean conductor 
Maximiano Valdés. Its importance in the country’s musical life can 
be felt in its annual concert season, its educational, pop and outreach 
concerts and its collaborations with the Casals Festivals as well as 
opera and ballet companies. It has been the orchestra of Operalia, 
the singing competition founded by Plácido Domingo. 
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Roberto Sierra

http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559263
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559624
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559611
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559738
http://www2.pr.gov/agencias/cospr/index.html
http://www.naxos.com/person/Maximiano_Valdes/32340.htm


Italian Orchestral Works 
Patrick De Ritis, Bassoon* 
José Vicente Castelló, Horn‡ 
Würzburg Philharmonic Orchestra 
Enrico Calesso

Niccolò PAGANINI (1782–1840)   Concertino for Horn, Bassoon and Orchestra*‡

Gioachino ROSSINI (1792–1868) Bassoon Concerto*
Giuseppe VERDI (1813–1901) Capriccio for Bassoon and Orchestra*
Giacomo PUCCINI (1858–1924) Preludio sinfonico
Ottorino RESPIGHI (1879–1936) La boutique fantasque

7 47313 33827 6

8.573382

NEW ON NAXOS  |  JANUARY 2016

6

8.570933 8.573168

8.572921 8.573259

José Vicente Castelló

Playing Time: 
75:17

Except for Respighi’s delicious confection, which is heard in Malcolm 
Sargent’s concert suite, the works on this recording are rarely heard. 
Puccini’s youthful Preludio shows melodic invention and warmth 
anticipating his later operatic style. Rossini’s little-known Bassoon 
Concerto is full of charm while Verdi’s Capriccio fuses noble and 
carnivalesque qualities. Far more than a curio, Paganini’s virtuosic 
Concertino for horn, bassoon and orchestra offers an intriguing slant 
on the great violinist’s work.

Key Features
• This repertoire is very rare on disc and not characteristic of four  
 of the composers’ works—the exception is Respighi’s well-known  
 La boutique fantasque.
• Leading Italian opera composers heard in a totally new light, in  
 Concerto or Capriccios or pure orchestral music.
• The principal solo is bassoonist Patrick De Ritis, first solo- 
 bassoonist of the Vienna Symphony, and a well-known soloist  
 and founder of chamber ensembles.
• Horn player José Vicente Castelló frequently collaborates as  
 principal horn with the Mahler Chamber Orchestra.

The bassoonist and conductor Patrick De Ritis studied bassoon 
at the Santa Cecilia Conservatory in Rome with Marco Costantini, 
at the Salzburg Mozarteum with Milan Turkovic, and with Klaus 
Thunemann, and conducting with Franco Ferrara and Michael 
Dittrich, among others. Winner of various prizes and honours, he has 
served as principal bassoonist in the Vienna Symphony Orchestra 
since 1990, after holding similar positions in Rome at the Teatro 
dell’Opera and the Orchestra Sinfonica Nazionale della RAI. He is 
Artistic Director of the European Wind Soloists, Vice-President of the 
Concertino Wien and Professor of Chamber Music and Bassoon at 
the Luisa D’Annunzio Conservatory in Pescara.

Companion Titles – 
Italian Orchestral Works

Patrick de Ritis

http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572921
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570933
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573259
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573168
http://www.naxos.com/person/Patrick_de_Ritis/203288.htm
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7 47313 35007 0

77

Playing Time:
61:50

7 47313 34037 8

8.573403 

Opera Fantasies for Violin, Vol. 2
VERDI • TCHAIKOVSKY • HAGEN
SARASATE • GLUCK • HUBAY
MARTINŮ • HANDEL • BERGER 
Livia Sohn, Violin
Benjamin Loeb, Piano
Geoff Nuttall, Viola

At a time when there were limited opportunities to attend the opera house, and 
before the existence of recordings, the operatic fantasy proved a popular and 
ingenious way to spread great melodies to a wider audience. Some classics of 
the genre are heard in this second volume—not least Wilhelmj’s arrangement of 
Handel, and Kreisler’s beautifully tranquil arrangement of Gluck—but there are 
also memorable examples from Verdi and from Hubay’s piquant opera Le Luthier 
de Crémone, as well as two vivid contemporary examples that continue the genre 
into the twenty-first century.

Key Features

Volume 1 is on 8.570202, played by Livia Sohn and Benjamin Loeb, which 
contained music by Hubay, Raff, Kurt Weill etc. It was released back in 2008.
Fanfare admired that disc, drawing attention to the tone of Sohn’s 1770 JB 
Guadagnini violin and Loeb’s “alert accompaniment” whilst ClassicsToday.com 
gave it a 10/10 rating, praising also its “excellent engineering.”
As well as some famous examples on this new disc, two contemporary 
composers are represented—Jonathan Berger and Daron Hagen.
Notes are by leading violin writer and critic, Tully Potter.

Playing Time:
71:43

7 47313 35007 0

8.573500 

Krzysztof MEYER (b. 1943)
Instrumental Music:
Piano Trio1 • Imaginary Variations†2

Moment Musical†3 • Canzona4 • Misterioso5

Poznań Piano Trio - 
Laura Kluwak-Sobolewska, Piano1,2,4,5

Anna Ziółkowska, Violin1,2,5

Monika Baranowska, Cello1,3,4

†WORLD PREMIÈRE RECORDING

This recording presents chamber music by Krzysztof Meyer composed over a 30-
year period and for a variety of instrumental combinations. The lyrical Canzona, 
the bravura cello solo Moment musical and the atmospheric Misterioso are all 
miniatures, the latter a competition test piece demanding expressive melodic 
shaping and delicate sustained harmonics. The substantial Piano Trio develops 
over recurring motifs, taking flight through striking contrasts over a tonal centre 
of C. The Imaginary Variations suggest classical form through constant change, 
with piano and violin interacting in a rich interplay of layers, rhythms and imitation.

Key Features

Includes
World Première

Recordings

Includes
World Première

Recordings

This CD contains the world première recording of Krzysztof Meyer’s Imaginary 
Variations Op. 114 as well as the first CD release of the Moment musical.
Our releases of Krzysztof Meyer’s work have most recently included the 
Piano Quartet and Piano Quintet (8.573357) which appeared in August 2015, 
and this in turn followed the fourth volume of his String Quartets (8.573165), 
the complete collection of which was considered “an impressive set” by The 
WholeNote.
This recording is the Naxos debut of the Poznań 
Piano Trio, whose recording of Polish contemporary 
composers on the Acte Préable label in 2009 was 
“beautifully played by this young trio” (MusicWeb 
International). The trio’s performances of Meyer’s music 
in concert have been reviewed as having “deep expression, perfect technique 
and the sense of drama moved hearts. I admired the interpretations of all the 
three artists, refined and well-thought-out in every detail” (Gazeta Wyborcza).

Companion Titles – Livia Sohn, Violin
8.559342 / 8.570202

Companion Titles – Opera Transcriptions
8.570137 / 8.573235

Companion Titles – Krzysztof Meyer, composer
8.570776 / 8.572656 / 8.573001 / 8.573165
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www.naxos.com/artistinfo/Livia_Sohn/41235.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Benjamin_Loeb_3295/3295.htm
http://trio.poznan.pl/
http://trio.poznan.pl/
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559342
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570202
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570137
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573235
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570776
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572656
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573001
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573165
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Playing Time:
69:31

7 47313 33687 6

8.573368 

Victor YOUNG (1900–1956)
The Uninvited
Gulliver’s Travels • Bright Leaf
The Greatest Show on Earth
Moscow Symphony Orchestra & Chorus
William Stromberg

Victor Young was one of Hollywood’s busiest and most esteemed film composers, 
his upbeat and engaging style ensuring that viewers left the cinema with a catchy 
tune in their ears. His lively circus march captures the spirit of The Greatest Show 
on Earth, and his Broadway-cum-Rachmaninov and eerie score for The Uninvited 
with its hit tune Stella by Starlight was pivotal to arguably the best Hollywood 
ghost story ever produced. The animated Gulliver’s Travels relied heavily for its 
charm and dramatic impact on Young’s fabulous orchestrations, while the tobacco 
dynasty drama Bright Leaf inspired one of his most restrained and thoughtful film 
scores.

Key Features

This recording was first released in 1998 on the Marco Polo label, cat. 
8.225063: a recording admired by Gramophone Magazine for Victor Young’s 
“indestructible standards”, and the recording’s revival of “vibrant film scores 
[from] four attractive rarities”. MusicWeb International considered it “a first class 
collection of wonderful music from a sadly neglected ‘Great of Hollywood’s 
Golden Age’…Victor Young’s opulent music sounds absolutely glorious.”

The team of conductor William Stromberg and arranger/
restorer John Morgan has delivered a superb body of work 
that is now being re-released as part of the acclaimed Naxos 
‘Film Music Classics’ series. Sir Malcolm Arnold’s The Roots of 
Heaven (8.573366) saw the Moscow Symphony Orchestra 
“turn in marvelous performances, captured in wide-ranging… 
recorded sound” (ClassicsToday.com), and Bernard Hermann’s 
score for The Snows of Kilimanjaro (8.570186) was also recommended for its 
“excellent performances” by the Penguin Guide. There are numerous other 
titles including Adolf Deutsch’s music for The Maltese Falcon (8.557701), 
and as for Korngold’s The Sea Hawk (8.570110-11) Gramophone concluded 
that “no self-respecting aficionado of the genre will want to be without this 
irresistible Naxos double-pack.”

Playing Time:
54:32

7 47313 34867 1

8.573486 

Jan VAN DER ROOST (b. 1956)
Spartacus
Poème Montagnard
Sinfonietta ‘Suito Sketches’
Philharmonic Winds OSAKAN
Jan Van der Roost

The prolific and internationally admired composer Jan Van der Roost is represented 
here by three compositions that are very different in style and inspiration. His much 
admired tone poem Spartacus is a homage to Ottorino Respighi, whose sense 
of colour and imagination have long fascinated Van der Roost. The expressive 
‘mountain poem’ Poème Montagnard depicts the wonderful natural scenery of 
the Aosta Valley and the Sinfonietta ‘Suito Sketches’ consists of four contrasting 
movements exploring the qualities and virtuosic possibilities of the modern wind 
orchestra. Based in Osaka Prefecture, Philharmonic Winds OSAKAN is Japan’s 
first professional wind ensemble.

Key Features

Composer Jan van der Roost was appointed Principal Guest 
Conductor of the Philharmonic Winds OSAKAN in 2013—this 
is the band he directs on this disc.
Previous release performed by this band and conductor-
composer is on 8.573206 containing Sinfonía Hungárica  and 
From Ancient Times.
Of 8.573206 American Record Guide wrote: “For concert band aficionados this 
is a must-hear album. The spectacular music is given superb readings by a 
terrific band.”
His music has been recorded on a number of labels—from EMI Classics to 
smaller independent American labels.Companion Titles – Wind Band Classics

8.573206 / 8.573361 / 8.573184 / 8.573453

Companion Titles – Film Music Classics
8.573366 / 8.572226 / 8.573389 / 8.573105

Jan van der Roost

8

William 
Stromberg

http://www.naxos.com/person/William_Stromberg/31879.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Moscow_Symphony_Orchestra/45643.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Jan_Van_der_Roost/27795.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Philharmonic_Winds_OSAKAN/171855.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573206
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573361
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573184
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573453
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573366
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572226
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573389
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573105
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Playing Time:
63:23

Playing Time:
74:08

7 47313 34157 3

7 47313 34367 6

8.573415 

8.573436

Franz LISZT (1811–1886)
Complete Piano Music, Vol. 41
Transcriptions from Operas
Oberon • La Sonnambula • Der Freischütz
Hunyadi László • I Puritani • Tony
Han Chen, Piano

Key Features

Our ongoing series of Franz Liszt’s complete piano music has received wide 
critical acclaim for its consistent high standards, including awards such as the 
German Record Critics Prize (Vol. 21, 8.557366).
The previous album in the series, Volume 40 (8.573235), was released in July 
2015 and covered Liszt’s transcriptions of operas by Meyerbeer. It was given 
four stars by BBC Music Magazine who considered it as making “a good case 
for Liszt’s honouring of the operatic originals”. Further operatic transcriptions by 
Liszt have included those of Donizetti (Vol. 27, 8.570137) reviewed as a “fine, 
often outstanding release” by ClassicsToday.com.
Han Chen has been acclaimed by the New York 
Times as a pianist with “a graceful touch...rhythmic 
precision [and] hypnotic charm” (2012) and “sure, 
subtle touch” (2014). This Liszt recording is Mr. 
Chen’s debut CD with Naxos Records following his 
triumphant first prize at the 6th China International 
Piano Competition. International Piano magazine 
(UK) praised Mr. Chen’s performance in the 
competition, stating that he “displayed extraordinary 
strength, talent and flair.” He was also the winner at 
competitions including the International Russian Music Piano Competition, the 
Hong Kong International Piano Competition, and the Jinqiao National Piano 
competition in China.     

Robert SCHUMANN (1810–1856)
Piano Sonatas for the Young
Gesange der Frühe
Original Movements from Sonatas Nos. 3 and 4
Jinsang Lee, Piano

Robert Schumann’s dramatic life and transcendent music can be considered 
an archetype for the Romantic age in which he lived. Most of the works on this 
recording were written towards the end of his life, and Gesänge der Frühe (Songs 
of Dawn) was completed just months before Schumann’s final breakdown and 
confinement to the asylum in Endenich, its strange beauty infused with ideas 
of double identity. Schumann had his own daughters in mind for the utterly 
charming Klavier-Sonaten für die Jugend (Piano Sonatas for the Young), while 
the earlier sonata movements have recently been transcribed and edited from the 
composer’s incomplete or discarded sketches.

Key Features

As Schumann’s last completed piano work the Gesänge der Frühe has 
received reasonably wide attention in the recording studio, as have the Drei 
Clavier-Sonaten für den Jugend, but these works have by no means the profile 
of Schumann’s best known collections. As both are late works this is a logical 
coupling, and with the added interest of very recently discovered manuscripts 
this will be attractive to a wide range of Schumann and piano music collectors.
This recording was made at the Wyastone Concert Hall, a venue noted for its 
exceptionally good acoustics when it comes to solo piano repertoire.
Rising Korean star Jinsang Lee won the First Prize at the 
Concours Géza Anda in 2009, his interpretations winning 
him the Schumann Prize, Mozart Prize and Audience Prize. 
He had previously made his mark in the international piano 
world by winning top prizes at a number of international piano 
competitions including First Prize at the Hong Kong International 
Piano Competition (2008) chaired by Vladimir Ashkenazy; First 
Prize, Scarlatti Prize and Orchestra Prize at the International Pianoforte 
Competition Cologne (2005); and Second Prize at the Sendai International 
Music Competition (2001).

Companion Titles –
Franz Liszt Complete Piano Music Series
8.570137 / 8.572241 / 8.570562 / 8.573235

Companion Titles – Robert Schumann, Composer
8.573094 / 8.573399 / 8.550715 / 8.554275
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http://www.hanchenpiano.com/
http://www.jinsanglee.com/
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570137
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572241
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570562
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573235
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573094
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573399
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.550715
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.554275
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Playing Time:
76:24 

7 47313 33507 7

8.573350 

Gustav MAHLER (1860–1911)
Symphony No. 2, “Resurrection”
Arranged for two pianos by Bruno Walter
Maasa Nakazawa, Suhrud Athavale, Pianos

World-renowned conductor Bruno Walter was particularly well acquainted with 
Gustav Mahler’s work, and was employed as his assistant at the Hamburg Opera 
at the time Mahler’s Second Symphony was given its première in Berlin. Walter 
prepared his precise and imaginative “reduction for piano” soon afterwards and in 
close collaboration with the composer. Bruno Walter regarded the ‘Resurrection’ 
Symphony as one of his mentor’s key works, from the “dramatic struggles” of the 
first movement to the “lightning bolt” that inspired its sublime choral finale.

Key Features

Playing Time:
53:53

7 47313 35447 4

8.573544

Antonio SOLER (1729–1783)
Keyboard Sonatas Nos. 57-62
Mladen Čolić, Piano

In 1757 the young Catalan composer Antonio Soler was appointed to a 
distinguished position at the Escorial, the palace of the Spanish Court. The 
keyboard sonatas he wrote there, many specifically for the son of King Carlos III, 
Don Gabriel, constitute his best known achievement as a composer. The Sonatas 
heard on this fifth volume once again reflect the influence of Domenico Scarlatti 
and the latest central European models but Sonata No. 57 also draws inspiration 
from Spanish folk music while Sonata No. 61 ends with use of the Scotch snap 
rhythm.

Key Features
This is volume 5 in the series.
This is Naxos’s second Soler cycle—Gilbert Rowland recorded 
them back in the 1990s.
Each volume in this new series is performed by a different pianist, 
which gives a different perspective on the sonatas. 
All performances are on the piano, not harpsichord—which 
differentiates these discs from historically informed performances 
on original instruments.
Volumes have been received with praise—ClassicsToday.com wrote of vol. 4: 
“While his playing is sensitive and stylish, Borowiak is not afraid to exploit the 
modern concert grand’s dynamic range and potential for color. The intimate yet 
full bodied sonics are remarkably lifelike, as if Borowiak is working his magic 
just a few feet away from you…this disc…clearly positions Borowiak as a piano 
talent to keep on your radar.”
Soler’s sonatas should be seen in the same light as those of Domenico 
Scarlatti, whose sonatas are also being recorded by Naxos.

Bruno Walter is well known as a conductor and 
his recordings are still highly regarded today. 
There can be few who know that he was also 
a composer. This release is the first of two 
volumes, the second of which will contain some 
of his exquisite but rarely heard chamber music. 
This first volume is the première recording of 
Walter’s complete piano transcription of Gustav Mahler’s landmark Second 
Symphony.
The performers for this recording are both rising stars in the piano world. Maasa 
Nakazawa has performed widely in her home country of Japan and throughout 
Europe, having won awards such as 1st Prize of the Japan Tchaikovsky 
competition and the Japanese players’ competition, as well as 1st Prize of 
the International Chopin Piano Competition in Asia among many others. Born 
in the USA, Suhrud Athavale is based in Vienna where he has been finalist 
and winner of competitions, making his debut in the Great Hall of the Wiener 
Muzikverein in 2011. 
It almost goes without saying that any recording of something ‘new’ from 
Gustav Mahler will generate great international interest.

Companion Titles – Antonio Soler, Composer
8.572515 / 8.572516 / 8.573084 / 8.573281

Companion Titles – Gustav Mahler, Composer
8.550523-24 / 8.572207 / 8.550525-26 / 8.550527

Mladen Čolić

©
 J

ac
ph

ot
 

World Première
Recording

Suhrud Athavale
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Maasa Nakazawa

http://ameblo.jp/maasa-n/
http://ameblo.jp/maasa-n/
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572515
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572516
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573084
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573281
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.550523-24
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572207
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.550525-26
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.550527
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Playing Time:
61:27

8.573442 

7 47313 34427 7

Images from the South
Amadeus Guitar Duo

CASTELNUOVO-TEDESCO • CARULLI • MONTES
GARCIA • VILLA-LOBOS • RODRIGO • ZENAMON • TÁRREGA

Drawing on a wealth of original compositions for guitar duo, the Amadeus Guitar 
Duo here presents a superb selection of works which conjure up the heat of 
South America and the sultry passion of Southern Europe. From the Baroque 
influences in the music of Heitor Villa-Lobos and Mario Castelnuovo-Tedesco to 
the innovative techniques used by Bolivian-born Jaime Mirtenbaum Zenamon, 
this recording is sure to evoke Images of the South in the mind of any listener.

Key Features
Considered one of the most exciting and innovative guitar duos of recent years, 
the Amadeus Guitar Duo’s acclaimed and vibrantly colorful recordings are 
being re-released on the Naxos label, Images from the South having been 
recorded in 2007 and released on the Haenssler Classic label, cat. 98.291.
Images from the South follows the July 2015 release of the Amadeus Duo’s 
CD Baroque Moments (8.573440). This has been warmly received; reviewed 
by Classic FM as “an album of exuberant, virtuoso playing” and by WFMT 
(Chicago) as “excellent… Franck’s Prélude, Fugue et Variation, a work inspired 
by the organ transcriptions of Bach, illustrates further how adept the Amadeus 
Guitar Duo is at reinventing these popular pieces for its own medium.”
Released in April 2015, the ‘Spanish Night’ album (8.573441) with Rodrigo’s 
famous Concierto de Aranjuez has also been widely admired, with the American 
Record Guide appreciating the concerto’s qualities as “technically tight, exciting 
in the outer movements, [and] with a touching Adagio.”

Playing Time:
61:00

8.573457 

7 47313 34577 9

Japanese Guitar Music, Vol. 2
Shin-ichi Fukuda, Guitar

Toru TAKEMITSU • Hiroshi HARA
Akira MIYOSHI • Shin-ichiro IKEBE
Toshio HOSOKAWA

The second volume in this series reveals once again the amazing flair that 
Japanese composers have for the guitar. It also explores the ways in which the 
more traditional aspects of the country’s music are brought into the sphere of 
the classical guitar with variety, subtlety and richness. From Toru Takemitsu’s 
popular arrangement of Nakada’s A Song of Early Spring through Akira Miyoshi’s 
lyrical Cinq Poèmes pour la guitare to Toshio Hosokawa’s evocative Serenade 
the listener encounters unexpected colours and textures as well as evocations of 
the biwa and shamisen (types of lute) and the koto, a long zither.

Key Features

Volume 1 in this series is on 8.573153, devoted to the music of Takemitsu and 
Brouwer.
Once again the performer is acclaimed Shin-ichi Fukuda, a leading exponent 
of Japanese contemporary guitar music.
Fukuda has obtained the permission of composer Toshio Hosokawa to play the 
Serenade in the guitarist’s own special tuning.
The music draws on the rhythms of Haiku, and on traditional Japanese 
instruments, which gives it a very particular sound-world.
Notes are by the well-known writer on the guitar, Graham Wade.

Companion Titles – Guitar Music Classics
8.573024 / 8.573153 / 8.573308 / 8.573322

Companion Titles – Amadeus Guitar Duo
8.573439 / 8.573440 / 8.573441

http://www.naxos.com/person/Amadeus_Guitar_Duo/32614.htm
www.naxos.com/artistinfo/Shin_ichi_Fukuda/77050.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573024
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573153
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573308
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573322
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573439
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573440
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573441


12

NEW ON NAXOS  |  JANUARY 2016

121212

Percussion as an instrumental family has become emblematic of 20th century 
contemporary music, and the extension of these already spectacular sounds 
through the use of electronics is an increasingly potent feature in recent years.
The World of Percussion with Thierry Miroglio as our guide is a genuinely 
unique place for discovery, sonic spectacle and all of the authentic thrills of 
technical magnificence and extraordinary nuance. Three of these works are 
dedicated to Miroglio, and the selection has been carefully made to present 
the widest variety of individual approaches to percussion both tuned and rhythmic.
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Norman Beedie

DIGITAL EXCLUSIVES

8.573520 
Playing Time: 61:56

9.70173
Playing Time: 1:02:23

Stephan KREHL (1864–1924)
Clarinet Quintet • String Quartet
Wonkak Kim, Clarinet
Larchmere String Quartet

Stephan Krehl is remembered for numerous influential textbooks on music theory, harmony 
and counterpoint written during his distinguished tenure at the Leipzig Conservatory. As a 
composer he unfashionably adhered to the late German Romantic tradition of Brahms and 
Schumann, his superbly crafted String Quartet Op. 17 covering every emotion from mystery 
and lyrical wistfulness to wit and dramatic passion. Krehl’s Clarinet Quintet is modelled on that 
of Brahms, but its content reveals a unique compositional voice filled with quixotic moods, 
expressive tenderness and extrovert theatricality.

Key Feature

The World of Percussion
Thierry Miroglio, Solo percussion

MANTOVANI • STROPPA • EÖTVÖS
LEIBOWITZ • HERSANT • RISSET

These six world première recordings present one of percussion’s greatest masters in 
a panorama of works by leading composers of our time. This remarkable journey through 
sound and rhythm includes electronic extensions such as the dramatically funky climaxes 
to Bruno Mantovani’s Le Grand Jeu, a dreamy musical halo around metal instruments in 
Marco Stroppa’s Auras and Jean-Claude Risset’s sound illusions in Nature contre Nature. 
Peter Eötvös’s Thunder is a unique quest to explore the potential of a single bass timpano, 
while Philippe Hersant revisits Berlioz, Schubert and Gounod in his Trois petite études. René 
Leibowitz’s Three Caprices were among the first works written for solo vibraphone.

Key Features

Marian SAWA (1937–2005)
Complete Violin Music
Jolanta Sosnowska, Violin • Maria Gabryś, Piano
Marietta Kruzel-Sosnowska, Organ

The important Polish composer Marian Sawa wrote a distinguished body of music and was the 
recipient of numerous awards. Many of his violin works remained undiscovered until 2012, and 
they embody musical idioms ranging from the experimental sounds of the 1960s to the modal 
harmonies of the 21st century. Cohesive and contrapuntal, often intricate and intimate, Sawa’s 
music for violin uses innovative sound techniques and is witty and virtuosic. It is performed on 
this recording by the violinist to whom many of the works were dedicated.

Key Features

9.70239
Playing Time: 55:31

7 47313 35207 4

7 30099 72391 6

7 30099 71731 1

World première recordings of Polish composer Marian Sawa’s complete music for violin.
Much of this music is unknown, having been recently rediscovered. 
Violinist Jolanta Sosnowska is the winner of the Paul Rolland Violin Competition.
She also premiered most of these violin works and was personally acquainted with Sawa, 
receiving the dedications of most of the more recent works.

Stephen Krehl published numerous chamber works in his lifetime but his Romantic creative 
voice was lost in an era taken over by the likes of Schoenberg and Mahler. Few of his 
scores have survived, and his music is entirely unknown today. This recording is an invitation 
to discover a composer who extended the line of Mendelssohn, Schumann and Brahms 
against the rising tide of modernism in the early 20th century. 

DIGITAL EXCLUSIVES

World Première
Recording

Thierry Miroglio
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http://www.thierrymiroglio.com/
http://jolantasosnowska.com/
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Playing Time:
75:50

7 47313 13107 5

8.571310  

Solo Edition, Vol. 9

Johann Sebastian BACH (1685–1750)
Chromatic Fantasia and Fugue in D minor, BWV 903
Partita No. 1 in B flat major, BWV 825
French Suite No. 5 in G major, BWV 816
English Suite No. 3 in G minor, BWV 808
Idil Biret, Piano

“The remarkable evening began with the D Minor Piano Concerto of J. S. Bach. 
The concerto required, from the very first measure, agile, precise fingerwork from 
the pianist. Idil Biret took the challenge with a ravishing pulse which carried one 
away. How this artist combines the strict discipline of the score with the capacity 
to build sovereign forms is exemplary.” – Dresdner Neueste Nachrichten 

“I left my heart and very probably my soul at Brighton College last Wednesday 
evening. It has been left in the hands of a true mistress of the piano, Turkish 
musician Idil Biret. Tiny and with auburn hair, Ms. Biret probably has the smallest 
hands in the business, yet she plays up a storm... Ms. Biret verges on genius and 
I am impatient to hear more from her.” – Evening Argus

Playing Time:
57:44

8.571319 

7 47313 13197 6

Chamber Music Edition, Vol. 2

Johannes BRAHMS (1833–1897)
Sonata No. 1 in E minor for Cello and Piano, Op. 38
Sonata No. 2 in F major for Cello and Piano, Op. 99
Roderic von Bennigsen, Cello
Idil Biret, Piano

“With her recording of the Brahms solo piano works now complete, Idil Biret has 
set a milestone for the 100th anniversary of the composer.” – Piano Magazine

“Brahms’ 2nd Piano Concerto demands all that an artist has to offer: powerful 
chords, daring leaps, pearly runs, impeccable trills and above all endurance… 
Only a few pianists can play this work as Idil Biret did.” – Westdeutsche Allgemeine 
Zeitung 

“What Idil Biret displayed in Brahms’ Paganini Variations in virtuosity, musicality 
and instinct for sound can be described as phenomenal.” – Sächsisches Tageblatt 
Dresden 

“Roderic von Bennigsen is a cellist, conductor, actor, philosopher, political thinker 
and poet. The press from Hannover to Paris celebrate him as one of the most 
original festival directors.” – Welt am Sonntag 

Companion Titles – IBA Brahms Albums
8.571303-04 / 8.571295 / 8.501302* / 8.571297†

*Available only in Turkey
†Available for streaming and download worldwide

Companion Titles – IBA Solo Edition

8.571302 / 8.571301 / 8.571298 / 8.571292

IDIL BIRET ARCHIVE

http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.571303-04
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.571295
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.501302
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.571297
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.571302
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.571301
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.571298
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.571292
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Playing Time:
43:58

6 36943 58282 4

8.225828 

DU Mingxin (b. 1928) 
“The Great Wall” Symphony
Festival Overture
Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra • Kenneth Jean

A world-renowned composer, Du Mingxin has a great influence 
on Chinese modern music. In 1982 his first violin concerto, 
written for Japanese violinist Takako Nishizaki, was given its first 
performance in Hong Kong, followed by further performances 
in China and abroad, where it aroused considerable interest at 
a time when the work of Chinese composers was little known 
in other countries. More of his notable works are ballets The 

Mermaid and The Red Detachment of Women (co-composed with other Chinese 
composers), his Piano Concerto No. 1 “Spirit of Spring”, which won the first prize 
of the 8th National Symphony Competition, and the “Great Wall” Symphony. 

REISSUES OF MARCO POLO CHINESE CLASSICS

Playing Time:
51:05

8.225832 

6 36943 58322 7

DU Mingxin (b. 1928)
Violin Concerto*
Piano Concerto “Spirit of Spring”†

Takako Nishizaki, Violin*
Jenő Jandó, Piano†

Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra • Kenneth Jean*
The Hungarian State Symphony Orchestra† • Chen Zuohuang†

Du Mingxin's Violin Concerto is unusual in the context 
of contemporary Chinese music in that it has no declared 
programme, follows no particular narrative and claims to 
evoke no particular landscape or situation. It is a work that 
imposes great technical demands on the performer, makes 
particular use of Takako Nishizaki's lyrical gifts as a player, 
while exploiting to the full her command of violin technique. 
The Piano Concerto No. 1 "Spirit of Spring" was written in 
1988 and received its first performance at the concert given 
in Hong Kong to celebrate the composer's sixtieth birthday. The soloist on that 
occasion, as on the present recording, was the Hungarian pianist Jenő Jandó.

Takako Nishizaki is one of the most frequently recorded and among the best-selling violinists of all time. She was the first student to 
complete the now famous Suzuki course. In 1962 she went to the United States and first studied with Broadus Erle at Yale and then 
with Joseph Fuchs at Juilliard. While at Juilliard, Takako Nishizaki was awarded the Fritz Kreisler Scholarship, established by the 
great violinist himself. Takako Nishizaki has become the best-known and bestselling performer of Chinese violin music. In addition 
to the Butterfly Lovers Violin Concerto (which she recorded seven times with Japanese and Chinese orchestras as well as with the 
New Zealand Symphony and the Singapore Chinese Folk Orchestra) she has performed and recorded concertos dedicated to her 
by Du Mingxin and Chen Gang. In 1998, Takako Nishizaki performed the Butterfly Lovers at a Gala Concert given by the Mayor of 
Shanghai at the new Grand Theatre in Shanghai. Her recordings of the Butterfly Lovers Concerto by He and Chen sold more than 
three million copies in the People´s Republic of China and throughout South-East Asia. She was awarded a Golden Violin by Pacific 
Music in Canton in 1982 and in 1998 received an award by the Chinese Musicians Association for her service to Chinese music.

Jenő Jandó

http://www.naxos.com/person/Mingxin_Du/26012.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Mingxin_Du/26012.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Jeno_Jando/339.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Takako_Nishizaki/552.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Jeno_Jando/339.htm
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“The White-Haired Girl” Ballet Suite
Spring Festival Overture • Heroes’ Monument

Tokyo Philharmonic Orchestra • Lim Kek-tjiang

“The Mermaid” Ballet Suite
Harvest Scenes

Gumma Symphony Orchestra • Lim Kek-tjiang

CHEN Gang (b. 1935) and HE Zhanhao (b. 1933)
“The Butterfly Lovers” Piano Concerto*

 CHEN Gexin (1914–1961)
Nine Popular Songs of the 30’s and 40’s†

Hsu Feiping, Piano* • Chen Dong, Baritone†

Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra • Kenneth Schermerhorn

HUANG Anlun (b. 1949)
Piano Concerto in G minor, Op. 25b

Joseph Banowetz, Piano
Orchestra of the Central Opera, Beijing • Zheng Xiaoying

DING Shande (1911–1995)
“Long March” Symphony
Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra
Yoshikazu Fukumura 

6 36943 58262 6 6 36943 58272 5

6 36943 58292 3 6 36943 58302 9

6 36943 58312 8

8.225826 • Playing Time: 46:25 8.225827 • Playing Time: 49:50

8.225830 • Playing Time: 50:008.225829 • Playing Time: 54:26

8.225831
Playing Time: 71:52

REISSUES OF MARCO POLO CHINESE CLASSICS
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Companion Titles – Thomas Hardy, Author

NA0154 / NA0112 / NAX86712 / NA0169

 

Companion Titles – Junior Classics
NA338412 / NA120712 / NA232712 / NA223512

Companion Titles – Jonathan Swift, Author
NA0011 / NA0073 / NA493712

A Pair of Blue Eyes
By Thomas Hardy
Unabridged
Read by Anna Bentinck 

Hardy’s third novel, A Pair of Blue Eyes, follows the story of Elfride Swancourt. The daughter of the Rector 
of Endelstow, a sparse sea-swept parish in Cornwall, Elfride is caught between two suitors of very different 
backgrounds: Stephen Smith, a young architect restoring the old parish church, and the respectable, older man 
of London society, Henry Knight. The blue-eyed and high-spirited protagonist must untangle the conflicting 
messages of her heart and her mind.

The Finest Nonsense of Edward Lear
By Edward Lear
Selections
Read by Sir Derek Jacobi

Nearly 150 years since his poetry was first published, Lear’s nonsense rhymes are still popular today. In this lively 
and colorful audiobook recording, Derek Jacobi reads Lear’s most famous poems and most fantastic creations, 
including The Owl and the Pussy-Cat, The Daddy Long-Legs and the Fly, The Jumblies, The Dong with the 
Luminous Nose and a collection of assorted limericks.

A Tale of a Tub
By Jonathan Swift
Unabridged
Read by Peter Wickham 

Swift’s allegorical satire about religion and politics follows the lives of three brothers, Martin, Peter and Jack, who
each represent a faction of the Christian faith – Anglicanism, Roman Catholicism and the Dissenting faiths 
respectively. Each brother inherits a coat (representing religious practice) from their father (God) on the condition
that he does not change it. But instead, the three quarrelsome youths disobey their father and change their coats
beyond recognition. A Tale of a Tub was Swift’s first major work and was considered a personal favourite by the
author.

The Darling Buds of May
By H.E. Bates
Unabridged
Read by Philip Franks

When Cedric Charlton, an unsuspecting tax inspector, arrives at the door of the Pop Larkin farm, he soon forgets 
the purpose of his visit: the fun-loving Ma and Pop Larkin distract him at every turn with strawberries, cream, 
alcohol, and their attractive young daughter, Mariette. Well known through the popular TV series starring David 
Jason and Catherine Zeta-Jones, The Darling Buds of May is the quintessential feel-good country romp. It will 
have you falling wholeheartedly in love with the Larkin family and their carefree ways of living. So grab a bowl of 
ice cream, pull out a deck chair and share in the ‘perficktion’ of country life.

9 781781 980279

9 781843 799658

9 781843 799887

9 781843 799986

NA0218
Playing Time: 16 Hours • 13 CD set

NA0219
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